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Welcome

Cleaning up 
at Rosyth 

Way 
ahead for 
dockyard 
force 

Once again it’s been another busy quarter 
marked by some spectacular contract wins 
and on-going success for Pyeroy. 

Leading the way is the Marine Services 
Division, which has won a major contract 
in the face of some very stiff competition to 
deliver a range of support services at Rosyth 
Dockyard for the Aircraft Carrier Alliance work 
(more below). We’re also working hard on 
sites right across the UK on dozens of other 
contracts for customers operating in a wide 
range of industrial sectors.  

Also, be sure to catch up on the latest from 

Ship cleaning and protection are the key 
services Pyeroy will be providing to Babcock 
Marine at Rosyth dockyard in Scotland 
following success in winning a new multi 
million pound contract.

Work on the new composite services 
contract awarded by Babcock Marine, which 
will be delivered by the Pyeroy and Cape 
joint venture company, Ship Support Services 

Pyeroy has joined forces with the large facilities 
management company OCS to create a new 
joint venture company - Dockside Services 
(Devonport) Limited - to enable it to provide a 
range of ancillary services for Babcock Marine 
at Devonport Dockyard.

The move follows the announcement of 
the Dockside Services for Warships contract, 
which offers a great opportunity for both 

Limited (SSSL), is already underway and 
will see, among other things, the provision 
of fire sentries, protective coverings for ship 
equipment and compartments, and deep 
cleaning of the carriers as they are being 
constructed and the surrounding 
dockyard areas.

The seven year contract, worth £15 million 
to Pyeroy, was won in the face of major 
competition from many leading industry 
suppliers and will see the recruitment of 
additional staff as the work gears up in the 
months ahead.

SSSL, which already provides scaffolding 

companies to build on their experience of 
working at Devonport and provide a full 
range of services including access scaffolding, 
protective coatings, insulation and cleaning.

Hugh Pelham said the joint venture was 
created to reflect changes within the marine 
services sector and added: “Companies 
like ours are now part of a wider supply 
community, delivering added value ‘one team’ 
solutions for major contracts such as Dockside 
Services.

“We are working in partnership with many 
clients and supply chain partners to develop 
new ways to improve service levels. 

“So our ability to call on skills and 
experience from across both businesses is 
becoming increasingly important in delivering 
the highest standards of excellence and quality.”

and painting services for the new aircraft 
carriers being built in sections at several UK 
yards, impressed the client with the quality of 
its experience, expertise, cost effectiveness 
and project management skills in order to 
secure the new work.

Hugh Pelham: “Again, our extensive 
experience and ability to deliver bespoke, 
added value solutions has secured another 
highly prestigious contract.

“Across the board, sales remain very strong 
for the company, while the future order book is 
secure with over £120 million worth of work 
over the next five years.”

around the Pyeroy offices including news 
of safety awards, a sponsored cycle ride, 
the company golf day and the impressive 
achievements of our young apprentices.

As ever, we’d love to hear from you; so 
please do get in touch with your news and 
views. In the meantime, enjoy your autumn 
edition of ‘Pyeroy Post’.

Best regards 

Hugh Pelham
Managing Director

I very much hope that you enjoyed the new look 
‘Pyeroy Post’. Certainly, all the positive feedback 
we’ve received suggests that you did.



On track at 
oldest viaduct

Titanic 
achievement!

Work to smarten up one of the country’s 
oldest railway bridges - the Ouseburn Viaduct 
located in Newcastle upon Tyne – is on track!

The £1.5m contract to re-paint the viaduct 
has been won as part of a £10 million project 
being undertaken by main contractors Carillion 
Civil Engineering Ltd on behalf of Network Rail 
to strengthen and repair the Grade II structure, 
which carries the East Coast railway line over 
the Ouseburn Valley.

The viaduct, which towers over 100 ft 
above the River Ouseburn, was constructed 
in 1839 using laminated timber before being 
replaced in 1869 with a nine span structure 
featuring five central wrought iron arches.

Brendan Fitzsimons, director of Pyeroy’s 
Infrastructure Services Division, said: “This 
is another prestigious project demonstrating 

how we deliver cost effective solutions 
with unparalleled experience in bridge 
refurbishment.”

The vessel used to ferry passengers out to 
RMS Titanic as she lay anchored off the 
port of Cherbourg at the start of her ill-fated 
maiden voyage has been brought back to 
her original splendour with Pyeroy’s help.

The 1,273 ton SS Nomadic steamship, 
used by the White Star Line as a tender for 
the liners RMS Olympic and RMS Titanic, 
has returned to the Harland & Wolff yard in 
Belfast to undergo a £2 million restoration 

100 years after she was constructed there 
alongside her much larger sister vessels.

Pyeroy has enclosed the vessel in a 
protective sheeted structure while the hull is 

being repaired, internal sections removed 
and replaced and a new wooden top deck 
and superstructure installed. 

Expert painters are also giving SS 
Nomadic a new paint job – her hull and 
refurbished superstructure will be returned to 
the original black and white livery using a 
long lasting protective coating.

SS Nomadic, and her sister ship SS 
Traffic, were based at Cherbourg, France 
where they were needed to ferry passengers 
to and from the 52,000 ton Titanic and 
Olympic passenger ships because these ships 
were too large to berth in the port.

Industrial growth 

Illustrious farewell
Painting a picture of success!

A new hard wearing floor has been 
provided at Rio Tinto Alcan’s Lynemouth 
aluminum smelter potroom, located on the 
Northumberland coast.

The contract will also see Pyeroy’s 
site team undertaking ongoing repairs 
to sections of concrete flooring worn or 
damaged by the movement of aluminium 
ingots, which can weigh up to 10 tonnes.

A new flooring solution designed by 
Pyeroy proved pivotal in winning the 
contract, which is being supported by 
project management focused on delivering 
the highest level of health and safety 
standards necessary for working in this 
high risk environment.

Fraser Thompson, Pyeroy’s head of 
flooring services, said: “Our versatility 
and expertise ensures that we are among 
a handful of flooring providers capable 
of meeting Rio Tinto Alcan’s demanding 
requirements, which includes a 24/7 
emergency call out service.”

HMS Illustrious left Rosyth earlier this 
summer after a £40 million refit to begin 
her new life as a helicopter carrier. It 
also marked the completion of Pyeroy’s 
work in applying 540,000 litres of high 
performance protective paint to the 
22,000 ton Royal Navy ship as part of a 
£7 million contract which also included the 
provision of deep cleaning, insulation, fire 
sentries and scaffolding services.

An SSSL painter finishing off 
one of the large sections of the 
new carrier’s hull (Lower Block 
03) which was moved out of the 
Govan build hall on a multi-wheel 
trailer (pictured on the cover) 
and transferred to a seagoing 
barge for transportation around 
Scotland to the Rosyth Dockyard 
integration facility.



In Focus

Off the coast of Doha, Qatar, a highly trained 
team of Pyeroy specialists led by Brian 
Gordon, divisional manager – asbestos, has 
been on site removing asbestos panels in the 
electrical switch room aboard Occidental 
Petroleum Corporation’s PS1-E oil and gas 
rig to enable the installation of new electrical 
control gear.

This is the third Occidental asbestos removal 
contract Pyeroy has carried out in the Middle 
East, reflecting unparalleled expertise in 
undertaking hazardous material disposal work 
regardless of wherever the location is in the 
world.

It also reinforces the critical - and increasing - 
need to manage asbestos containing materials 
in a whole range of unique premises and sites, 
even here in the UK where there is no historical 
register of the use of asbestos for building 
purposes. Although some of this material 
has been removed over the years, the HSE 
estimates that over half a million non-domestic 
premises have some form of asbestos in them. 

To address this situation, the Control of 
Asbestos Regulations 2006 (CAR) seeks to 
minimise the risk of harmful effects of asbestos 

This issue we focus on the Environmental 
Management Services Pyeroy provides as a 
major new asbestos removal and disposal contract in 
the Arabian Gulf nears completion.

by introducing an explicit duty for those in 
control of premises to identify and manage any 
asbestos present. Under the regulations, anyone 
who has an obligation for the 
maintenance or repair of non-
domestic premises - usually 
the occupier or the owner – 
has a duty to manage the risk 
of asbestos.

And this is where Pyeroy, 
a member of ARCA and 
operating its own Environment 
Agency approved asbestos 
waste transfer station at its 
Gateshead headquarters, 
scores with its expertise and 
experience as one of the 
country’s leading asbestos 
removal and management 
companies. 

Under Brian’s guidance, 
the specialist asbestos division has grown 
in recent years to provide a full range of 
environmental services for the investigation 
and control of asbestos contamination found 
within all types of buildings and sites, and 

has become fully authorised for all stages 
of asbestos assessment, management, 
encapsulation, removal and disposal.

In addition, direct access 
to other group services 
including scaffolding and 
specialist access, insulation 
services, specialist coatings 
and industrial cleaning, means 
Pyeroy can provide a single 
source project capability – with 
minimal disruption to other 
on-site contracting or building 
works.

Brian Gordon says: “Our 
longstanding and in-depth 
expertise has been applied 
successfully to a wide range 
of asbestos removal projects in 
various industrial, construction, 
local government and offshore 

sectors.
“These reflect our capability to provide cost 

effective turnkey solutions and manage major 
projects not only in the UK but now overseas.”

Feature



Brewing up

Power(ing) 
ahead

Pyeroy removed and disposed of large 
amounts of asbestos waste from the former 
Newcastle Brewery (pictured here before 
demolition) to make way for the new £100 
million Science City development.

The asbestos removal, carried out for the 
local council in conjunction with a North East 
civil and environmental demolition contractor, 
was an essential part of the 23 acre site’s 
demolition and involved removing the 
hazardous asbestos ahead of reconstruction 
work. Pyeroy experts erected the containment 
scaffolding and tenting to allow a site team of 
asbestos specialists to carry out the work in a 
safe and controlled way.

The rapid removal and disposal of asbestos 
panelling from the turbine hall at an electric 
power station in North Wales was completed 
as part of a project involving scaffold access 
and containment support.

The work was undertaken by a 10 strong 
team of specialist workers as part of a 
£150,000 refurbishment contract to replace 
the panels with new non-asbestos fire resistant 
sections and followed earlier environmental 
services provided by Pyeroy at the 
power station.

Pyeroy expertise in action 

Historical 
perspective
Older buildings often contain asbestos and 
Pyeroy, an approved contractor for many 
local authorities and public sector agencies, 
has undertaken removal work.

This includes a variety of buildings such as 
leisure centres, shopping centres and schools 
as well as historical buildings like the Bishop’s 
Palace in Wells (pictured right) while the 
facilities remain open to the public. 



Health & Safety Matters
ISO14001 
reaccreditation

High praise

Safety first on track

Pyeroy’s ongoing commitment to improving 
and maintaining greener management 
systems is paying dividends – it’s received 
ISO 14001 Environmental Management 
Standard re-accreditation for a further three 
years.

Over the past few years, Pyeroy has 
successfully demonstrated commitment 
to the detailed ISO 14001 standard, 
which requires the company to operate a 
management system that allows compliance 
to all relevant environmental legislation, 

Thanks to all the operational sites, including 
Craig Walker and his team at GSK Irvine, 
who hosted a visit during the recent OHSAS 
18001 surveillance audit enabling us to 
retain this important certification. A special 
mention also to Christian Farquhaur and 
Julian Watkin (pictured right) who run the 
main scaffold stock yard - they received 
praise from the auditor for the high standards 
being achieved. 

Well done to Keith Strachan, Amanda 
Brown and Shirley Haskett in the SHEQ 
team at head office, whose hard work and 
commitment has seen us re-accredited with 
Link-up Audit status.

Link-up is the UK Rail industry supplier 
qualification and verification scheme, 
designed to ensure that the quality of 

particularly demonstrating evidence of 
continual improvement in environmental 
performance.

A delighted SHEQ manager Shirley Haskett 
said: “Maintaining our ISO 14001 certificate 
is pivotal to ensuring we remain focused and 
committed to both environmental compliance 
and also environmental improvement.

“This helps us to remain the supplier 
of choice to our key blue chip clients, 
whose own commitment to environmental 
sustainability remains high on their agenda.”

products and services provided by 
companies supplying the rail industry are of 
the highest standard.

Audit is the second stage in achieving full 
accreditation and enables companies like 
Pyeroy to supply high risk services such as 
the safe removal and disposal of asbestos, 
right across the rail network.

And in other H&S matters...
...Congratulations to Pyeroy Ireland. 

Derek and the team received top marks from 
Intel, winning the prestigious contractor of 
the month for safety award (July) for the 
safety records achieved at the global PC chip 
manufacturers’ Dublin site - the largest and 
most safety rigorous site in the country…

This is one of the most contested awards on 
site and Pyeroy Ireland beat off stiff competition 
from other companies to win the first Health & 
Safety Award on the project. Credit also goes 
to Intel HSEQ Manager Billy Hayes whose 
clear-minded approach to all safety issues and 
general help was appreciated. 

...A special thanks also to Brian Gordon and 
Dave Senior within the Asbestos Division for 
their input during the recent quality 
surveillance audit.



About You – news from 
around the company
Getting down and dirty

Getting in 
the swing!

Liam’s tops

Mentioned in 
‘dispatches’

Vantastic support for 
charity pedal push

Congratulations to 18-year-old Liam 
Weldon who has been awarded First Year 
Apprentice of the Year.

Liam, a first year painting and decorating 
apprentice who combines his on the job 
training with classroom studies at Carnegie 
College, near Rosyth, was presented with his 
certificate and gift voucher by Pyeroy’s Rosyth 
QA team and mentors Alex Fotheringham 
and Brian Hamilton (pictured here with Liam).

The news is the latest success for Pyeroy’s 
apprenticeship programme, which is 

Pyeroy’s Flooring Services Division has 
driven to the aid of Rio Tinto Alcan’s 

management team, which has completed 
a coast-to-coast charity cycle ride in aid of 
disabled children.

A company van, fuel and logistical 
support was provided by Frazer 
Thompson to the team who’d taken to their 
bikes to raise money for The Children’s 
Sunshine Appeal.

Frazer, who handed over the van keys, 
said: “The Alcan team really wanted to help 
the charity; so I was more than delighted to 
be able to help and do something to support 
such an extremely worthy cause”. 

equipping youngsters with the skills and 
expertise needed to grow the business even 
further.

Brian Hamilton said: “Congratulations to 
Liam, who’s worked hard and done so well 
during his first year apprenticeship.

“We recognise that youngsters like Liam 
are this company’s biggest asset and we are 
taking significant steps to ensure that they 
have all the knowledge and understanding 
they need to be able to perform effectively.”

Pyeroy has dug deep to help Rosyth school 
Camdean Primary tidy up its gardens.

Rosyth manager Gordon Steele (pictured 
third from right) joined forces with Royal 
Navy volunteers from HMS Kent and 
Babcock Marine managers Jim Dryburgh 
and Martin Clark (third and seventh from left 
in the back row) to get the garden looking 
ship shape.

Pyeroy laid on the transport to ferry the 
volunteer party and their equipment to 

and from the dockyard while 
Babcock Marine supplied the 
gardening equipment including 
lawn mowers and strimmers. 

Teacher Laura Paterson (far 
right) said: “A big thanks to all 
those involved, whose help has 
enabled us to get the garden 
looking lovely for all pupils, 
parents and teachers to enjoy.” 

Three of Pyeroy’s scaffolders working at the 
Alcan facility at Lynemouth were picked out 
by Alcan’s HR manager, Steve Booth, for 
special praise. Gary Overfield, Mark Langley 
and Tony Oliver provided support to Steve 
and an Alcan colleague to assist in removing 
dangerous debris that was located on a 
high pipebridge structure from becoming a 
hazard. Well done lads!

Pyeroy teed up another fantastic golf day, which 
saw 21 guests hit the fairways at the stunning 
Close House Golf Club in the beautiful Tyne 
Valley in Northumberland.

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the day, 
which saw Balfour Beatty’s Andy Clements 
(pictured left with Hugh Pelham) win the 
Pyeroy Golf Day 2011 trophy for the best 

aggregate score.
A particular highlight was the chance 

to beat the club professional on the short 
Par 3 eighth hole. Despite all taking up the 
challenge, only two managed to beat him 
but well done to all those who gave it a go.

The day was rounded off over clubhouse 
refreshments and a tasty barbecue where 
other prizes were handed out for individual 
performances such as longest drive and 
nearest to the hole.
Look forward to seeing you all again next year! 
- Ed



What the papers say! 
A selection of stories 
about Pyeroy.

Contact:
Pyeroy Limited

Kirkstone House, St Omers Road
Western Riverside Route

Gateshead
Tyne & Wear NE11 9EZ

T: 0191 493 2600
F: 0191 493 2601

E: mail@pyeroy.co.uk
W: www.pyeroy.co.uk

Send your contributions to:
Harold Armstrong, Group Marketing Manager
Email harold.armstrong@pyeroy.co.uk


